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BACKGROUND Nowadays, since the older people are keeping and increasing their professional and social activity, the risk of injury in these patients 
is escalating. However, the results of polytrauma treatment among patients over 60 years old are worse than in the group of younger patients. This 
may be associated with the presence of concomitant somatic pathology, which worsens the prognosis of for survival among elderly and senile 
patients. In the modern literature, there is no description of effective tools for assessing the comorbid status in elderly and senile patients with 
polytrauma. Nevertheless, there are scales and indices of comorbidity developed for non-surgical patients. To increase the effectiveness of treatment 
of patients over 60 years of age with polytrauma and a several concomitant diseases, it is necessary to develop new or adapt one of the already 
created tools for assessing comorbid status. 
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY To assess the dependence of the mortality rate in a group of patients with polytrauma over 60 years of age on the presence 
of concomitant somatic pathology and its severity, calculated by the geriatric index of comorbidity. 
MATERIAL AND METHODS During the period from 2005 to 2020, 116 patients with polytrauma and chronic somatic pathology were treated at the 
Sklifosovsky Institute. The inclusion criteria for the study were the following: patients aged over 60 years old; или patients’ age over 60 years old; 
the Injury Severity Score over 17, the presence of concomitant somatic pathology in patients. The exclusion criteria were the lack of complete 
necessary information in the medical history, patients’ age being less than 60 years old. The Geriatric Index of Comorbidity was calculated for each 
patient. A retrospective analysis was conducted. 
RESULTS A Geriatric Index of Comorbidity of 3 or more in the elderly patients with polytrauma was found prognostically unfavorable for survival 
(p=0.005).  When implementing the Geriatric Index of Comorbidity rating system, the presence of concomitant somatic pathology was found to have 
the greatest impact on elderly and senile patients with polytrauma and Injury Severity Score 18–24 (p=0.001). 
CONCLUSION The system of calculating the Geriatric Index of Comorbidity is advisable to use for assessing the risk of mortality from concomitant 
somatic pathology and its severity in patients with polytrauma over 60 years of age. 
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ISS — (Injury Severity Score)  
GIC — (Geriatric Index or Comorbidity) система оценки коморбидности 
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INTRODUCTION 

The risk of injury among the elderly is progressively increasing, given the continuing social and professional 
activity among the elderly and senile people. In particular, people of this age group often become victims of 
traffic accidents, falls from a height [1, 2]. Even trauma seems minor at first glance received by a patient at home 
can lead to severe injuries. In the study of 2016, S. Kocuvan cites the following data: in 47.9% of cases, elderly 
people sustained various injuries due to a low-energy mechanism of injury [1]. 

In recent years, the treatment efficacy in patients with severe injuries has increased significantly. This is 
primarily due to the development and improvement of treatment algorithms, such as damage control 
orthopedics [3], damage control resuscitation [4], as well as early appropriate care [5]. Meantime, the treatment 
results in the group of patients older than 60 years remain inadequate. According to S. Aldrian and colleagues, 
mortality among elderly and senile patients with polytrauma is significantly higher than in younger patients 
[6]. The investigators showed that the mortality rate was 26.8% in the group aged from 16-64 years old, and 
53.3% in the group aged from 65–91 years old. P.V. Giannoudis et al confirmed S Aldrian's argument [7]. In a 
study conducted in 2008, the mortality in the group of elderly and senile patients was also significantly higher 
than among younger patients. This figure averaged 42% among the patients older 60 years, while in the group 
of young and middle-aged patients it was 20%. The mortality curve increases significantly from 19% in the 
group of patients under 40 years old to 50% in the group over 75 years old. 

From the above, we can conclude that the patient's age is an independent risk factor in the treatment of 
patients with polytrauma and it can negatively affect the treatment outcome. 

Many investigators note that, regardless of other risk factors, the presence and severity of comorbidities 
have a significant impact on mortality in elderly patients. According to the study by L.B. Lazebnik et al., 
conducted in 2007, the mean number of chronic diseases among people aged over 60 years made about 5 [8]. 
According to the study by M. Van den Akker, the prevalence of polymorbidity accounts for about 10% in people 
under 19 years of age, while in the group of patients over 80 years of age it is as high as 78% [9]. According to 
A.A. Blazhenko and co-authors, one or more concomitant diseases are present in 81.5% of elderly and senile 
patients with severe injuries [10]. 

Currently, in the context of the development of evidence-based medicine, the measurement of comorbidity 
is becoming increasingly important. Many tools for assessing a patient's polymorbid condition have been 
developed, such as the Kaplan-Feinstein Index, the Satariano Index, Charlson and Fraiburg Comorbidity 
Indices, and others. Each developed tool for assessing comorbidity has its own advantages and disadvantages. 
Currently, none of the available tools is both versatile and easy to use in clinical practice. The issue regarding 
the equivalence of the impact of various concomitant diseases on patients' survival, the incidence of 
complications and their treatment efficacy also remains unresolved. 

Based on the presented data, we came to the conclusion that the number of elderly and senile patients with 
polytrauma and many pre-existing concomitant diseases is increasing every year. These patients require a 
special approach to the treatment of both the underlying pathology and concomitant diseases. 

Currently, there are no specific tools for assessing comorbid status in patients with severe trauma. Some 
investigators are adapting the already developed therapeutic tools for assessing polymobidity in elderly and 
senile patients for use in emergency traumatology. So our colleagues A.N. Blazhenko et al., in their study of 
2016, proposed to use the Charlson Comorbidity Index to judge the severity of comorbidity in elderly patients 
with polytrauma [11]. 

Charlson Index was proposed in 1987 by M.E. Charlson [12]. This index has been used to assess the long-
term prognosis in polymorbid patients. It is a scoring system (from 0 to 40) for the presence of certain 
comorbidities and is used to predict mortality. For its calculation, the scores corresponding to concomitant 
diseases are summed up, and one point is added for every ten years of life if the patient exceeds the age of forty. 
However, this index has a number of disadvantages. 

•When calculating polymorbidity, the severity of many diseases is not taken into account. 
• Some prognostically important diseases, such as some forms of coronary heart disease and chronic 
heart failure, are not considered in this Index calculation [13]. 
•The Charlson Index has the least value in predicting the hospital length of stay, and in-hospital 
mortality compared to other indices and comorbidity scores [14]. 
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The above shortcomings convinced us to continue exploring methods for assessing comorbidity in elderly 
patients. In our study, we proposed to use the Geriatric Index of Comorbidity (GIC) assessment system [15]. It 
was developed in 2002 by R. Rozzini and colleagues. This index allows assessing not only the presence of 
concomitant diseases and their number, but also their severity at the time of the patient admission to hospital. 
D. Zekry and colleagues have also concluded that GIC is one of the most accurate predictors of adverse 
outcomes, including in-hospital mortality among elderly patients [14], which, in our opinion, is very important 
in the treatment of patients aged over 60 years with polytrauma. 

The study objective was to assess the relationship of mortality in the group of patients with polytrauma 
older than 60 years to the presence of concomitant somatic pathology and its severity as calculated by GIC. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

The study was designed as a retrospective cohort non-randomized study. 
For the period from 01.01.2005 to 28.11.2020, 3243 patients with polytrauma were treated at the 

N.V. Sklifosovsky Research Institute for Emergency Medicine. Of all patients, the medical case history records 
of 176 elderly and senile patients with polytrauma were selected. According to the medical case history records, 
116 of 176 patients had chronic diseases. Thus, the inclusion criteria for the study were: the patient age of 60 
years old and over, the Injury Severity Score (ISS) higher 17, and the presence of concomitant somatic pathology 
in patients. The exclusion criteria were the absence of complete necessary information in the medical case 
history records and the age under 60 years old (Fig. 1). 

 

Fig. 1. Study flowchart 
Note: GIC — (Geriatric Index or Comorbidity), comorbidity assessment system 

Fig. 1. Study flowchart 
Patients with polytrauma treated in 2008-2020 (n =3243) 
Essential information on chronic diseases is unavailable (n =283) 
Evaluated according to inclusion criteria (n =2960) 
Excluded from the study (n =2808) 
Patients under 60 years old (n =2748) 
No chronic diseases (n =60) 
Included in the study (n =116) 
Group 1 GIC I (n =24) 
Group 2 GIC II (n =82)  
Group 3 GIC III (n =10) 

The patient distribution by age in the study group was made in accordance with the Age Classification of the 
World Health Organization [16]. The age group of elderly patients (60-75 years old) included 82 subjects, the 
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age group of senile patients (76-90 years old) included 30 subjects, 4 people were qualified as long-livers (over 
90 years old).  

Among the 116 patients who participated in this study, 12 people died. The mortality rate was 10.3%. 
The impact of comorbid diseases on the incidence of death among elderly patients with polytrauma was 

assessed by means of GIC. When calculating this index, each of 15 chronic conditions is generally graded on a 
0—4 disease severity scale, where 0 = absence of disease, 1 = asymptomatic disease, 2 = symptomatic disease 
requiring medication but under satisfactory control, 3 = symptomatic disease uncontrolled by medical therapy, 
and 4 = life-threatening disease, or the most severe form of the disease. This index classifies patients into 4 
classes according to the number and severity of concomitant diseases, there were no patients among the study 
group. 

For all patients included in the study, the GIC was calculated and the patients were allocated into groups 
according to the CIG Class of increasing somatic comorbidity 

The first group included patients who had one or more conditions with an individual disease severity grade 
equal or lower than 1 (GIC Class I; n = 24); the second group included patients who had one or more conditions 
with an individual disease severity grade of 2 (GIC Class II; n = 82); the third group included patients who had 
one condition with a disease severity of 3, other conditions having an individual disease severity equal to or 
lower than 2 (GIC Class III; n = 10). There were no patients in the study who could have been included in the 
fourth group (GIC Class IV), i.e. those who had had 2 or more conditions with a disease severity of 3 or one or 
more conditions with disease severity of 4. A complete description of the patients included in the study and the 
parameters studied are presented in Table 1. 

T a b l e  1  
Distribution of the study group patients by age, severity of condition, and mortality 

Parameter GIC I (n=24) GIC II (n=82) GIC III (n=10) 

Gender 

F (n=68) 8 (33.3%) 54 (65.8%) 6 (60.0%) 

M (n=48) 16 (66.7%) 28 (34.2%) 4 (40.0%) 

Age 

60–75 (n=82) 16 (66.7%) 58 (70.7%) 8 (80.0%) 

76–90 (n=30) 8 (33.3%) 20 (24.4%) 2 (20.0%) 

Over 90 (n=4) 0 4 (4.9%) 0  

ISS 

18–24 (n=88) 16 (66.7%) 64 (78.0%) 8 (80.0%) 

25–40 (n=28) 8 (33.3%) 18 (22.0%) 2 (20.0%) 

Deaths (n=12) 1 (4.2%) 7 (8.5%) 4 (40.0%) 

Notes: GIC — (Geriatric Index or Comorbidity) comorbidity assessment system; ISS — Injury Severity Score 

Based on the data obtained, a retrospective analysis was made. Statistical processing and clinical data 
analysis were performed using the descriptive statistics characteristics; and the χ2 test was used to compare the 
hypotheses. Results were considered statistically significant ate p value less than or equal to 0.05. Statistical 
processing was performed using the Statistical package for the Social Sciences 26 (SPSS 26) software. 

RESULTS 

In order to solve the problem, the studied patients were divided into 2 subgroups: the survivors and the 
deceased. The number of patients with a favorable outcome (survivors) was 104. The mean age in this subgroup 
was 70.08±8.8 years old (M ± SD). The mean ISS score was 22.02±4.0 (M ± SD). A fatal outcome was recorded in 
12 cases (deceased). The mean age in the patients of this subgroup was 75.3±9.09 (M ± SD); the ISS was 22.25±3.9 
(M ± SD). 
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At the initial stage of the study, each patient was assessed for GIC. When calculating the data by using the χ2 
test, the analysis showed that a fatal outcome was more likely in the group of patients with GIC III (p = 0.005). 

In order to assess the impact of concomitant somatic pathology and the severity of the injuries on the 
treatment results 2.  

T a b l e  2  
GIC class for groups with different ISS scores in the subgroups with different treatment outcomes 

Parameter ISS 18–24 (n=88) ISS 25–40 (n=28) 

Survivors Deceased Survivors Deceased 

GIC I 16 (18.2%) 0 7 (25.1%) 1 (3.6%) 

GIC II 59 (67.1%) 5 (5.7%) 16 (57.1%) 2 (7.1%) 

GIC III 4 (4.5%) 4 (4.5%) 2 (7.1%) 0 

Confidence level 0.001 
 

0.847 
 

Notes: GIC — (Geriatric Index or Comorbidity) comorbidity assessment system; ISS — Injury Severity Score 

From Table 2 it follows that at ISS 25-40 the relationship of the severity of somatic comorbidity to death was 
not statistically significant. 

Accordingly, the obtained results led to the conclusion that concomitant somatic conditions and their 
severity) has the greatest impact on the mortality rate in polytrauma with ISS scores of 18-24. 

Thus, in patients over 60 years of age, comorbidity is one of the factors determining the treatment outcome. 
Moreover, regardless of the age and severity of the injuries, the greatest number of poor outcomes occurs at GIC 
Class III. 

DISCUSSION 

Approaches to the treatment of elderly and senile patients with polytrauma should be different from the 
polytrauma treatment algorithms for younger patients. When treating this group of patients, a set of indicators 
should be taken into account, including age, comorbid conditions and the ISS in each individual elderly or senile 
patient. 

Studying recent literature sources, we have found that the patient's age is an independent risk factor in the 
treatment of patients with polytrauma and an older age can adversely affect the treatment outcome. Since this 
parameter is a non-modifiable risk factor, there is no way to influence it during treatment. Whereas the 
comorbid status is a modifiable risk factor and it is possible to adjust the patient's treatment algorithm 
depending on the presence of certain diseases and their combinations. 

At the moment, there are no criteria for assessing comorbidity in the group of elderly and senile patients 
with polytrauma. All proposed scoring systems have been developed for non-surgical patients. Research in this 
field is ongoing and there is a need to assess the polymorbid status in elderly and senile patients with 
polytrauma. Our colleagues headed by A.N. Blazhenko tried to adapt the most commonly applied Charlson 
Comorbidity Index to be used in patients over 60 years old with polytrauma. But this index has a number of 
shortcomings that call into question the possibility of its use for this group of patients. 

Comorbidity assessment system of GIC discussed in this study is a more appropriate tool for assessing 
comorbid somatic pathology among elderly and senile patients with polytrauma. This is due to the fact that this 
Index takes into account a larger number of significant therapeutic pathologies (рассм. замену на somatic 
diseases/somatic conditions) and their severity, and also allows us to more accurately predict the length of 
hospital stay and the mortality, unlike the Charlson Index. The use of this (какого "этого"? Последним 
упоминался Индекс Чарльсона! Замените, точно указав какого индекса) index will contribute to reducing 
the length of hospital stay and improving the treatment results in elderly and senile patients with polytrauma. 
However, our study was limited by a small patient sample size, and therefore, additional studies are required to 
identify or create the best system for assessing comorbidity in polytrauma patients older than 60 years. Also, in 
future, it is advisable to create a combined tool for assessing the injury severity and comorbid status in elderly 
and senile patients with polytrauma. This will make it possible to objectively evaluate the severity condition in 
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this patient group, taking into account both the nature of injuries and the somatic concomitant pathology, 
which in turn, will help to improve treatment outcomes and reduce mortality in this group of patients. 

This is due to the fact that this Index takes into account a larger number of significant therapeutic pathologies 
somatic diseases and their severity, and also allows us to more accurately predict the length of hospital stay and 
the mortality, unlike the Charlson Index. The use of this index will contribute to reducing the length of hospital 
stay and improving the treatment results in elderly and senile patients with polytrauma. However, our study was 
limited by a small patient sample size, and therefore, additional studies are required to identify or create the best 
system for assessing comorbidity in polytrauma patients older than 60 years. Also, in future, it is advisable to create 
a combined tool for assessing the injury severity and comorbid status in elderly and senile patients with 
polytrauma. This will make it possible to objectively evaluate the severity condition in this patient group, taking 
into account both the nature of injuries and the somatic concomitant pathology, which in turn, will help to improve 
treatment outcomes and reduce mortality in this group of patients. 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. The Geriatric Index of Comorbidity as a comorbidity assessment system can be used in polytrauma 
patients older 60 years to assess the mortality risk associated with the presence of concomitant somatic 
pathology and its severity. 

2. Geriatric Index of Comorbidity Class 3 or more in polytrauma patients of older age groups is associated 
with unfavorable prognosis for survival. 

3. When using the Geriatric Index of Comorbidity evaluation system, the concomitant somatic pathology was 
found to have the greatest impact on elderly and senile polytrauma patients with the Injury Severity Score of 18-24. 
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